
 

 

President’s Message April 2025 
 

Hello to my fellow members of the ASSP Heart of America Chapter.  
Our latest meeting brought great success to our local students and 
professionals.  The speed meet event held at Scheel’s saw 
phenomenal feedback on our satisfaction survey and we hope to top 
that at our next event held at Terracon in Olathe on active assailant 
preparedness.  We are fortunate to have Strategos, an internationally 
recognized training and consulting firm right here in KC, and even more 
fortunate to have them speak at our next event.  Ask any police officer 
in town, they have heard of them.    

I would like to personally thank our members who have completed our 
surveys and yes, we are on the right track thanks to your feedback.   

Derek Farmer, MBA, CSP, Director of Risk and Safety Services at 
Progressive Safety Services, has been awarded the Heart of America 
Chapter Safety Professional of the Year (SPY).  Our board was happy 
to present Derek with his award at our last meeting.  Thank you to all 
who cheered him on, and we look forward to Derek’s future success.  

I was happy to attend our Region V Regional Operating Committee 
(ROC) in St. Louis accompanied by Derek, our past president.  This 
meeting allows chapters within our region to share their successes and 
opportunities with each other and our regional leadership.  Our chapter 
is looking to plan the April 2026 ROC and hosting it in KC. 

In closing, the state of our chapter is strong and as you can see we 
have new members every month to be recognized in our newsletter.  I 
am looking forward to having a chapter election with our great 
candidates and showcasing them below. 

Thank you, 

Michael Carlson, CSP 
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Derek Farmer’s SPY Award Safety Professional Speed Meet Event 

ASSP Region V ROC Meeting in Saint Louis 



2025 – 2026 Election – President Elect / VP Candidate 
 

Our August 25’ – July 26’ elections are live starting April 24th – May 9th.  It’s been more than a few years since 
our chapter has had this many running for President Elect position.  This person will serve as the VP for August 
of this year until Summer of 2026 and will take over as President in August of 2026.  This election is very 
important and we have 3 qualified individuals running.  Please take a few minutes to read through the bio’s and 
make your selection electronically in the email invite that was sent to you. Should you need help, please contact 
Derek Farmer, Tom Metzner or Mindy Prichard.   
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Upcoming HOA Chapter Meeting Calendar – Save the Date! 
 

Friday, April 25th 
Terracon 

10841 S Ridgeview Rd, 
Olathe, KS 66061 

Active Assailant Preparedness 

Thursday, May 22nd 

The Builders Education 
Center 

105 W 12th Ave, North 
Kansas City, MO 64116 

Contractor Management 

2025 Upcoming Safety & Health Events to Remember 

   
 

 

 
May 14th-16th SafeConExpo 

2025 

Safety and 
Health 

Council 

The Lodge of the Four Seasons 

315 Four Seasons Drive 

Lake Ozark, MO 

July 22-24 
Safety 2025 

Conference 

and Expo 

ASSP 
Orange County Convention Center 

Orlando, FL 

 

 

 

 

Our Platinum Sponsor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Our Silver Sponsor



 

New Members 
 
Steven D Mailand   Paul Harrow   Michael Foster  Ella Morris  
Braylyn Bivens, CSHM, GSP  John Howell    William Webb Brooks, 
QSSP  Nolyn Rutherford 

Many of us are members of associations and groups that involve safety, health, 
environmental protection, and risk management advancement. As we engage 
with our member organizations, remember to network, and share the 
opportunities and benefits available within the Heart of America Chapter of ASSP 
for members, non-members, and our community. 

 
If you know someone who would like to join ASSP Heart of America Chapter 
please direct them HERE! 

 
 

 

ASSP Community 
 
Our new strategic plan incorporates these five values: 

• Community: We provide a welcoming and collaborative environment that 
creates belonging and inclusivity for all. 

• Leadership: We exemplify integrity and empower others. 

• Excellence: We strive always to deliver our best.  

• Accountability: We are ethical, reliable and trustworthy in all we do.   

• Respect: We act with humility, listen to others and foster strong working     
relationships. 

Together, they form the acronym CLEAR, which can help us easily recall and readily 
share them with other stakeholders across the ASSP ecosystem.  

 

Job Openings 

If you or someone that you know in the safety profession are looking for 
employment, jobs openings are posted on our Chapter website. Please check 
out our website for recent job postings. https://kc.assp.org/ 

 

 

Looking for a Job? 

If so, then send your resume to president@kc.assp.org 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

The Chapter website provides information regarding upcoming events and training held 

by our Chapter, other ASSP Chapters, ASSP, and from other organizations with safety, 

health, environmental and risk management topics that may interest you. Please visit the 

website regularly to view upcoming events that may not be specifically listed in the 

newsletter. https://kc.assp.org/ 

https://store.assp.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/Join-ASSP
https://kc.assp.org/
mailto:president@kc.assp.org
https://kc.assp.org/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-safety-professionals/mycompany/verification/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-safety-professionals/mycompany/verification/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-safety-professionals/mycompany/verification/


Executive Committee 

 

 

  
 

President – president@kc.assp.org 
Michael Carlson 

Vice-President – vp@kc.assp.org 
Position Open to Elected Candidates

 

  

Treasurer – treasurer@kc.assp.org 
Ravi Narayan 

 

 

Past President – Derek Farmer 
 
 
 
New Member Engagement – 
Eric Hallerud, CSP 
 

Secretary – secretary@kc.assp.org 
Mindy Prichard 

 
 
 

             

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Tom Metzner – Members at Large 
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